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SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE AND METHOD
FOR COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
DEVICES OVER BACKPLANE TO REDUCE
INTERFACE COUNT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority to Indian patent
application serial number 1027/CHE/2011 filed on Mar. 30,
2011, and claims the benefit of international application PCT/
1B2011/053039 filed Jul. 8, 2011, the entire contents of which
are incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the field of networks. In a
particular, the present disclosure relates to system architec-
ture and a method for communication between devices con-
nected over a backplane. More particularly, the embodiments
of the disclosure relates to technique for reducing pin count
on a backplane.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Many telecommunications switching systems might
include plurality of /O Cards, also known as network inter-
face cards or line cards for processing different data from
network interfaces like E1, DS1, STM-n, OC-n etc and send
this processed data to traffic switch (also referred to as Switch
card) to switch data from one network interface to other. In
such telecommunication systems, the data from line cards to
switch card passes over a backplane which connects various
cards in a system. Such telecommunication system is called
network element. The network interface cards also extract
various overhead data from the interfaces and pass this over-
head to overhead switch to switch across various other inter-
faces and to the processor for further processing.

In order to avoid single point of failure, it is well know
method in the telecommunication systems to replicate critical
sub systems like power supply, switch card, network element
controller, system synchronizer etc. Such sub systems are
called redundant sub systems, one acting as master and one or
more acting as slave sub systems. Further, the critical sub-
systems like traffic switch, system synchronizer and chassis
controller are integrated into single a card called controller.
Such cards are replicated, one controller acting as master and
one or more acting as slave controllers.

In network elements, where the line cards do not contain
processor sub systems having processor and associated
memory, various control and status signals are passed from
each of the line cards to each of the controller cards and vice
versa.

Consider an exemplary embodiment of conventional sys-
tem, where there are two controller cards, 12 interface cards
and 20 status or control signals running between each of the
line card to each of the controller card. This makes 40 pins
requirement at line card backplane interface and 240 pins
requirement at controller card backplane interface. The
increase in number of pins on the line card backplane inter-
face and the controller card backplane interface will increase
the routing complexity of backplane and complexity of PCB
of the backplane. More over the requirement of 240 pins at
controller backplane interface makes controller card designs
complex and the controller card may not be able to accom-
modate so many connector pins along with traffic connectors.
Also, the package size of the system is increased, which adds
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to the cost of implementing the telecommunications network.
Further, future expansion of the system to include some more
status or control signals is unmanageable.

FIG. 1 illustrates another embodiment of a conventional
system illustrating a block diagram of devices connected to a
backplane. Each of the devices of the first and second devices
is connected to the backplane using a backplane connector.
The devices can be either of a network interface card or a
controller. The network interface card sends one or more
signals to the controllers. These signals are sent using a sepa-
rate pin for each of the signal. As a result, the numbers of pins
on the network interface card, the controller and the back-
plane increases leading to increase of size of the backplane.
Also, the cost of implementing such a system increases as
managing such large number of pins on the backplane
becomes difficult.

Therefore, there is a need to develop system architecture
and a method to achieve effective communication between
devices on a backplane by reducing number of pins on the
backplane.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

This section provides a general summary of the disclosure,
and is nota comprehensive disclosure of'its full scope orall of
its features.

The present disclosure solves the limitations of existing
arts by providing a methodology for reducing pin counts in a
backplane.

In one embodiment, the present disclosure decreases the
routing complexity at PCB of backplane.

In one embodiment, the system architecture and the
method of the present disclosure is cost effective, easily
implemented and compatible with existing network architec-
tures.

Additional features and advantages are realized through
the techniques of the present disclosure. Other embodiments
and aspects of the disclosure are described in detail herein and
are considered a part of the claimed disclosure.

An embodiment of the present disclosure relates to system
architecture for communication of devices over one or more
backplanes. The system architecture comprises at least one
first device and second device for sending, receiving and
processing signals, at least one TDM bus for sending and
receiving data and signals over the backplane, at least one
MapMux device coupled to at least one first device and the
TDM bus, and at least one MapMux device coupled to at least
one second device and the TDM bus. The system further
comprises at least one data bus for sending and receiving data
to and from at least one MapMux device and a selection unit
for selecting a predetermined functionality of the MapMux
device.

An embodiment of the present disclosure relates to method
for communicating between a plurality of devices connected
over one or more backplanes. The method comprises receiv-
ing a first input, an incoming data and a first select signal by
at least one MapMux device connected to a plurality of first
devices. Then, the first input is multiplexed to output a first
processed data and the incoming data is de-multiplexed,
based on the select signal, by at least one MapMux device
connected to the plurality of first devices. The de-multiplexed
incoming data is distributed among the plurality of first
devices. The first processed data is then sent over the back-
plane on a TDM bus. Further, at least one MapMux device
connected to a plurality of second devices receives the first
processed data, a second input and a second select signal. The
first processed data is then de-multiplexed for distribution
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among the plurality of second devices and the second input is
multiplexed to generate a second processed data, based on a
second select signal, by at least one MapMux device con-
nected to the plurality of second devices. Finally, the second
processed data is transferred over the backplane on the TDM
bus.

The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is not
intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the illustra-
tive aspects, embodiments, and features described above, fur-
ther aspects, embodiments, and features will become appar-
ent by reference to the drawings and the following detailed
description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The novel features and characteristic of the disclosure are
set forth in the appended claims. The embodiments of the
disclosure itself, however, as well as a preferred mode of use,
further objectives and advantages thereof, will best be under-
stood by reference to the following detailed description of an
illustrative embodiment when read in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings. One or more embodiments are now
described, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional block diagram of devices
connected to a backplane.

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of system architecture
showing interconnections between devices on a backplane in
accordance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of network elements in
accordance with one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 illustrates the different time slots in TDM bus accor-
dance with the present disclosure.

The figures depict embodiments of the disclosure for pur-
poses of illustration only. One skilled in the art will readily
recognize from the following description that alternative
embodiments of the structures and methods illustrated herein
may be employed without departing from the principles of the
disclosure described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The foregoing has broadly outlined the features and tech-
nical advantages of the present disclosure in order that the
detailed description of the disclosure that follows may be
better understood. Additional features and advantages of the
disclosure will be described hereinafter which form the sub-
jectofthe claims of the disclosure. It should be appreciated by
those skilled in the art that the conception and specific
embodiment disclosed may be readily utilized as a basis for
modifying or designing other structures for carrying out the
same purposes of the present disclosure. It should also be
realized by those skilled in the art that such equivalent con-
structions do not depart from the spirit and scope of the
disclosure as set forth in the appended claims. The novel
features which are believed to be characteristic of the disclo-
sure, both as to its organization and method of operation,
together with further objects and advantages will be better
understood from the following description when considered
in connection with the accompanying figures. It is to be
expressly understood, however, that each of the figures is
provided for the purpose of illustration and description only
and is not intended as a definition of the limits of the present
disclosure.

In one embodiment, the present disclosure relates to sys-
tem architecture for communication of devices over one or
more backplanes. The system architecture comprises at least
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one first device and second device for sending, receiving and
processing signals, at least one TDM bus for sending and
receiving data and signals over the backplane, at least one
MapMux device coupled to at least one first device and the
TDM bus, and at least one MapMux device coupled to at least
one second device and the TDM bus. The system further
comprises at least one data bus for sending and receiving data
to and from at least one MapMux device and a selection unit
for selecting a predetermined functionality of the MapMux
device.

In another embodiment of the present disclosure, the pre-
determined functionality of the MapMux device is selected
from a group comprising mapping and de-mapping, multi-
plexing and de-multiplexing.

In yet another embodiment of the present disclosure, upon
selection of predetermined functionality as mapping and de-
mapping, at least one of the MapMux devices maps the sig-
nals and data on the TDM bus in appropriate time slots.

In still another embodiment of the present disclosure, upon
selection of predetermined functionality as multiplexing and
de-multiplexing, at least one of the MapMux devices multi-
plexes the signals and data on the TDM bus in appropriate
time slots.

In another embodiment of the present disclosure, the TDM
buses are connected to the backplane using a backplane con-
nector.

In yet another embodiment of the present disclosure, con-
trol signals are selected from a group comprising slot identi-
fication signals, active or passive indication signals, and
active or passive overwrite signals.

In still another embodiment of the present disclosure, sta-
tus signals are selected from a group comprising module
present signals, health status of various system clocks, and
interrupt signals.

An embodiment of the present disclosure relates to method
for communicating between a plurality of devices connected
over one or more backplanes. The method comprises receiv-
ing a first input, an incoming data and a first select signal by
at least one MapMux device connected to a plurality of first
devices. Then, the first input is multiplexed to output a first
processed data and the incoming data is de-multiplexed,
based on the select signal, by at least one MapMux device
connected to the plurality of first devices. The de-multiplexed
incoming data is distributed among the plurality of first
devices. The first processed data is then sent over the back-
plane on a TDM bus. Further, at least one MapMux device
connected to a plurality of second devices receives the first
processed data, a second input and a second select signal. The
first processed data is then de-multiplexed for distribution
among the plurality of second devices and the second input is
multiplexed to generate a second processed data, based on a
second select signal, by at least one MapMux device con-
nected to the plurality of second devices. Finally, the second
processed data is transferred over the backplane on the TDM
bus.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the second
processed data generated by the MapMux device connected
to the plurality of second devices is the incoming data of the
MapMux device connected to the plurality of first devices.

In yet another embodiment of the present disclosure, the
output comprises data and at least one of control signals and
status signals.

In still another embodiment of the present disclosure, the
first processed data is sent over the TDM bus in appropriate
timeslots.



US 9,413,696 B2

5

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of system architecture
showing interconnections between devices on a backplane in
accordance with the present disclosure.

The system architecture comprises a plurality of first
devices (200, . . ., 200n, hereinafter collectively referred to
as 200), a plurality of second devices (202, . . . , 202n,
hereinafter collectively referred to as 202), a MapMux device
connected to the plurality of first devices 204, a MapMux
device connected to the plurality of second devices 206, a
selection unit 208, and a Time-division multiplexing (TDM)
bus 210. The system architecture further comprises system
clock and frame distribution unit (not illustrated in the figure).
The devices are connected to a backplane 212 through a
backplane connector 214. The present embodiment describes
all the devices being connected on a single backplane. How-
ever, the devices can be distributed over more than one back-
planes. In one embodiment, the plurality of first devices 200
can be network interface cards and the plurality of second
devices 202 can be controllers for managing the network
interface cards. In an embodiment, the plurality of second
devices 202 can be classified as master controllers and slave
controllers.

Each of the devices comprises a data processor (216, . . .,
216n, hereinafter collectively referred to as 216) and a signal
processor (218, . .., 218#, hereinafter collectively referred to
as 218). The data processor 216 processes data and sends data
across the backplane 212 for switching across various
devices. The architecture comprises a separate data bus 220
for switching data across the devices on the backplane 212.
The signal processor 218 generates various control signals
and status signals which are passed between various devices.
The control signals and status signals include but are not
limited to network interface card present signals, slot identi-
fication signals of the network interface card, interrupt sig-
nals, active/passive identification signals for the controllers,
over write control signals to overwrite the instructions of
master controller by the slave controller.

The MapMux devices 204, 206 are connected to plurality
of the first 200 and the second devices 202, the selection unit
208 and the backplane 212. The MapMux devices 204, 206
are connected to the backplane 212 through the TDM bus 210
and the backplane connector 214. The MapMux devices 204,
206 are configured to act as mapper and de-mapper or multi-
plexer and de-multiplexer based on a select signal generated
by the selection unit 208. In one embodiment, there can be
one MapMux device 204, 206 for each of the plurality of first
and second devices (as illustrated in FIG. 2).

In an exemplary embodiment, the MapMux device 204
connected to the plurality of first devices 200 receives a first
input comprising data and a plurality of control and status
signals from one or more of the plurality of first devices 200.
In addition, the MapMux device 204 receives a select signal
from the selection unit 208 and an incoming data from the
TDM bus. The select signal configures the MapMux device to
function as multiplexer and de-multiplexer or mapper and
de-mapper. In one embodiment, the select signal selects a
predetermined functionality as multiplexer and de-multiplex-
ing. The MapMux device 204 then multiplexes the received
status and control signals and puts the multiplexed signals
onto specific timeslots of the TDM bus 210. At the same time,
the MapMux device 204 de-multiplexes the incoming data
received from the TDM bus. The de-multiplexed incoming
data is then distributed among the plurality of first devices.

TDM bus 210 allows putting of multiple signals in a single
stream using time slots. Each signal is the reassembled at the
receiving end based on the timing.
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The multiplexed signals pass over the backplane 212
through the TDM bus 210 and arrive at input interface of the
MapMux device 206 connected to the plurality of second
devices 202. Along with the multiplexed signals, the Map-
Mux device 206 receives a second input comprising data and
a plurality of control and status signals from one or more of
the plurality of first devices 202. The MapMux device 206
separates the individual signals by de-multiplexing the
received signals and routes the signal to the plurality of sec-
ond devices 202. At the same time, the MapMux device 206
multiplexes the second input and puts the multiplexed second
input onto specific timeslots of the TDM bus 210. This mul-
tiplexed second input acts as incoming data for the plurality of
first devices.

In this way, there is no requirement of separate pin for each
of the signals passed between the multiple devices. All the
signals can be sent on one pin by multiplexing the received
signals.

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of network elements in
accordance with one embodiment of the present disclosure.

The present disclosure includes a plurality of network
components. The network components includes but are not
limited to at least one network interface cards, traffic switch
cards, one or more master controller, plurality of slave con-
trollers, master PLL, slave PLL and PLL for the network
interface cards. Network interface card terminates various
network interfaces like E1, E3, DS1, DS3, STM-n, OC-n etc.

As shown in FIG. 1, m number of network interface cards
are connected to at least one master controller and n number
of slave controllers. The network interface cards consist of
ingress/egress processor to do the processing on the various
network interfaces. The ingress/egress processor also extracts
overhead data from the network interfaces and sends the data
to overhead processor. The overhead processor maps the
overhead data into specific time slots of TDM bus. This
mapped data is sent to controllers overhead switch to switch
various time slots across various network interfaces. Further,
some time slots are routed to the processor of controller for
further processing. The said system also consists of master
PLL, Slave PLL and PLL in line card to distribute system
clock and system frame signal across various devices in the
network element. There also exists control and status signals
processor both in network interface cards and controller cards
to exchange various control and status signals like slot iden-
tification signals, active/passive indication, interrupt signals,
active/passive overwrite signals etc.

The master controller is configured to perform a variety of
functions including but not limited to configuring traffic
switch, synchronizing the system, configuring and control-
ling one or more network interface cards, servicing interrupt
signals from various elements in the telecommunication sys-
tems.

FIG. 4 illustrates the different time slots in TDM bus accor-
dance with the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 shows 512 time slots for mapping various overhead
bytes. Some of these time slots (10 time slots) are reserved for
mapping various status or control signals. For example, con-
sider a case where there are two controller cards, 12 interface
cards and 20 status or control signals running between each of
the line card to each of the controller card. This makes 40 pins
requirement at line card backplane interface and 240 pins
requirement at controller card backplane interface. Using the
method of the present disclosure, these backplane interface
pins requirement for control or status signals are made zero
and control and status signals backplane interface in FIG. 1 is
no more required. Further, the future expansion of the net-
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work element to include more control or status signals can be
easily incorporated by reserving some time slots in the TDM
bus.
The present disclosure is not to be limited in terms of the
particular embodiments described in this application, which
are intended as illustrations of various aspects. Many modi-
fications and variations can be made without departing from
its spirit and scope, as will be apparent to those skilled in the
art. Functionally equivalent methods and devices within the
scope of the disclosure, in addition to those enumerated
herein, will be apparent to those skilled in the art from the
foregoing descriptions. Such modifications and variations are
intended to fall within the scope of the appended claims. The
present disclosure is to be limited only by the terms of the
appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to
which such claims are entitled. It is also to be understood that
the terminology used herein is for the purpose of describing
particular embodiments only, and is not intended to be limit-
ing.
With respect to the use of substantially any plural and/or
singular terms herein, those having skill in the art can trans-
late from the plural to the singular and/or from the singular to
the plural as is appropriate to the context and/or application.
The various singular/plural permutations may be expressly
set forth herein for sake of clarity.
In addition, where features or aspects of the disclosure are
described in terms of Markush groups, those skilled in the art
will recognize that the disclosure is also thereby described in
terms of any individual member or subgroup of members of
the Markush group.
While various aspects and embodiments have been dis-
closed herein, other aspects and embodiments will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art. The various aspects and embodi-
ments disclosed herein are for purposes of illustration and are
not intended to be limiting, with the true scope and spirit
being indicated by the following claims.
The invention claimed is:
1. A system architecture for communication of devices
over a backplane, comprising:
a plurality of first devices for performing at least one of
sending, receiving and processing input signals, wherein
the input signals comprise at least one of status signals
and control signals;
at least one MapMux device connected to the plurality of
first devices, a Time Division Multiplexing (TDM) bus
and a selection unit, to perform a predetermined func-
tionality based on a select signal obtained from a selec-
tion unit, wherein the predetermined functionality
includes:
mapping of the input signals obtained from each of the
plurality of first devices, to output a first processed
data to at least one of other devices over the TDM bus;
and

de-mapping of an incoming data obtained from at least
one of the other devices over the TDM bus.

2. The system architecture as claimed in 1, wherein the
TDM bus is connected to the backplane using a backplane
connector.
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3. The system architecture as claimed in 1, wherein the
control signals are selected from a group comprising slot
identification signals, active or passive indication signals, and
active or passive overwrite signals.

4. The system architecture as claimed in 1, wherein the
status signals are selected from a group comprising module
present signals, health status of various system clocks, and
interrupt signals.

5. The system architecture as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the incoming data is generated by at least one MapMux
device associated with at least one of the other devices.

6. The system architecture as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the de-mapped incoming data is distributed among the plu-
rality of first devices.

7. The system architecture as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first processed data is sent over the TDM bus in appropri-
ate timeslots.

8. A method for communicating between a plurality of
devices connected over a backplane, said method comprising:

receiving input signals from each of a plurality of first

devices, and a select signal from a selection unit con-
nected to at least one MapMux device, by at least one
MapMux device connected to the plurality of first
devices wherein the input signals comprise at least one
of status signals and control signals;

performing a predetermined functionality by the at least

one MapMux device based on the select signal, wherein

the predetermined functionality comprises:

mapping of the input signals to output a first processed
data; and

de-mapping of an incoming data obtained over the TDM
bus from at least one other device from the plurality of
devices connected over the backplane; and

sending the first processed data over the TDM bus to at

least one of the other devices.

9. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the incoming
data is generated by at least one MapMux device associated
with at least one of the other devices.

10. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the first
processed data is sent over the TDM bus in appropriate
timeslots.

11. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the de-
mapped incoming data is distributed among the plurality of
first devices.

12. The method as claimed in 8, wherein the TDM bus is
connected to the backplane using a backplane connector.

13. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the control
signals are selected from a group comprising slot identifica-
tion signals, active or passive indication signals, and active or
passive overwrite signals.

14. The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the status
signals are selected from a group comprising module present
signals, health status of various system clocks, and interrupt
signals.



